Broad River Water Trail
Fact Sheet
What is a Water Trail?
• Water equivalent of a hiking trail.
• Blueways, canoe trails, and paddle trails are all water trails.
• It has access points along the river, like trailheads, for putting boats on the water or taking
them off.
• Suitable for day-trips in canoes and kayaks.
• Water trails can be various lengths and are used by paddlers, anglers, hikers and picnickers of
all ages and ability.
Tourism and Economic Growth
• The outdoor recreation industry provides 6.1 million American jobs, $646 billion in spending each year, $39.9
billion in federal tax revenue, and $39.7 billion in state/local tax revenue.
• In Georgia, approximately 1 million paddlers participate in the sport.
• More than 23 billion dollars is spent in the state on outdoor recreation.
• Communities throughout Georgia are realizing the economic benefits of highlighting their waterways.
• In 2002, the estimated impact of visitors to the Chattooga River was $2.6 million, with 60 jobs being supported by
river recreation.
Recreation
• Paddling is an easy outdoor activity for many types of
people.
• The recent America’s Great Outdoors Initiative in 2010
found that Americans want access to their rivers, lakes
and streams.
• Communities benefit from increased recreation and
tourism in their town.
Conservation
• Paddlers see the conditions of the river and become
advocates for clean water.
• The river teaches paddlers about wildlife habitat.
• Protections that can help keep the river clean can include
improved zoning and buffer requirements, improved
storm water practices, prevention of new water quality
threats, and enforcement of water quality laws.
Broad River Water Trail
• The Broad River Water Trail (BRWT) currently runs
from the Hudson River and Middle Fork Broad River to
Bobby Brown State Park. It includes 10 access points (2
public and 8 on private property with public access to
boat launches), plus 8 highway bridge crossings.
• Counties within the Watershed include: Athens-Clarke,
Jackson, Habersham, Stephens, Banks, Franklin, Hart, Madison, Elbert, Oglethorpe, and Wilkes and Lincoln.
• 5 information Kiosks have been built along the BRWT (see map).
• The trail will ultimately be 70 miles long beginning on the Hudson or 75 miles on the Middle Fork, continuing
downstream along the Broad River, and finishing in Clark’s Hill Reservoir.

•

The Broad River is among the last free-flowing Piedmont
rivers in Georgia. The river supports a significant number of
plants and animals, including endangered and threatened
species, provides drinking water for various cities and is an
industrial and agricultural water supply for the region. The
National Park Service recognized 99 miles of the Broad
River as pristine enough to qualify for consideration in the
Federal Wild and Scenic Rivers System.

Examples in Georgia
•
Georgia River Network’s Water Trails Clearinghouse has
information about all established and developing water trails in Georgia. (www.gawatertrails.org)
•
Etowah River Water Trail north of Atlanta. ( www.etowahwatertrail.org)
•
The 138‐mile long Altamaha Canoe Trail provides paddlers access and campsites along the Altamaha River.
(www.altamahariver.org)
•
The SE Coast Saltwater Paddling Trail includes the entire Georgia coast and north to the Chesapeake Bay and
south to the Florida Circumnavigational Saltwater Paddling Trail. (www.secoastpaddlingtrail.com)
•
The Upper Chattahoochee River Water Trail north of Lake Lanier. (www.chattahoochee.org/paddle-trail.php)
•
The Chattahoochee River National Recreation Area in Atlanta. (www.nps.gov/chat)
•
The Ocmulgee River Blueway from Macon to the Altamaha River. (www.cochranbleckleychamber.org/pdfs/Ocmulgee%20River%20Blueway%20Guide.pdf
•
The Okefenokee Canoe Trail in the Okefenokee Swamp. (www.fws.gov/okefenokee/WildernessCanoeing.html)
Take Home Points:
• Water trails have many benefits for relatively little investment.
• Water trails can help diversify local economies.
• Many Georgia communities are already taking advantage of the benefits water trails.
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For more information please visit www.BroadRiverWaterTrail.org or info@brwa.org

